
In The City 

by Scott Wardwell Airport Director 

 

“The 2009 Construction Season” 

 

As the weather turns warmer, it is once again time to begin work on our much anticipated 

airport projects.  This year we will have two construction projects and one planning 

project.  One of the construction projects involves the installation of over 35,000 linear 

feet of fencing around the perimeter of the airport.  The second construction project will 

be the extension of our main taxiway.  Once completed, our main taxiway will extend the 

entire length of the main runway.  This project includes the addition of approximately 

1,900 feet of taxiway which will be 50 feet wide.  The third project which is a planning 

project is a wildlife management assessment.  While the USDA (United States 

Department of Agriculture) has conducted a couple mini assessments in the past, the 

FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) is requiring that we have a full one year 

assessment.  All together these projects are worth 4.7 million dollars including 

engineering and construction. 

 

The taxiway extension project is an American Recovery Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 

project.  As an ARRA project, it is entirely funded by the Federal Government.  Typically 

these projects require a 2.5% local match and a 2.5% state match.  By doing this project 

under ARRA we are saving the City of Presque Isle $65,362 dollars in matching funds.  

The purpose of this project is to improve on the excellent safety record here at the airport.  

Our main runway is equipped with an Instrument Landing System (ILS) which allows 

aircraft to land in very poor weather conditions.  It is during these conditions of reduced 

visibility and low cloud ceilings that safety can be enhanced by keeping aircraft from 

back taxiing into take off position.  The extension of the main taxiway will allow aircraft 

to use the taxiway to get into final takeoff position without having to turn around on the 

runway.  While this project will be completed in the spring of 2010, all but three weeks 

of work will be completed in 2009. 

 

The perimeter fencing project will be paid for using FAA Airport Improvement Program 

(AIP) funds.  The FAA will be paying 95% of the total project costs with the remaining 

5% equally split between the Maine Department of Transportation and the City of 

Presque Isle.  The purpose of this project is to keep wildlife and people off of the 

runways, taxiways and ramps.  While we have never had a serious aircraft accident 

associated with unauthorized entry by either, the airport has received recommendations 

from the FAA, Transportation Safety Administration (TSA) and the USDA to complete 

this project.  In addition to the recommendations of these regulatory agencies, both our 

Department of Defense and corporate jet customers have requested that perimeter fencing 

be installed for added security.  This project officially began on June 15
th

 and is expected 

to be completed in 120 days.   

 

The third project is a wildlife study which be conducted by the USDA.  The purpose of 

the study is to reduce the chances of an aircraft operating at PQI from striking an animal.  

This issue has come to the forefront due to the accident in New York City.  After flying 



into a flock of birds, an airliner had to perform an emergency landing in the Hudson river.  

The aircraft engines failed due to the ingestion of birds.  The on-site analysis will last 

approximately one year with data analysis and the development of a plan to follow.  This 

project is also being paid for by FAA AIP funding  with $47,500 from FAA and the 

remaining $2,500 equally split between MDOT and the City of Presque Isle. 

 

The three projects combined represent a substantial improvement in safety at the airport.  

The jobs created by the projects will be beneficial to the local economy as well. 


