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CHAPTER 1

CITY OF PRESQUE ISLE

City Seal Ordinance

Adopted:  March 3, 1997
Date Effective:  March 13, 1997
Repassed:  March 13, 2001
Repassed:  February 23, 2005
Repassed:  February 2, 2009

City Seal



Attest:  _________________________________
  Deborah Ouellette, Deputy City Clerk

CHAPTER 1

CITY SEAL ORDINANCE

Section 1  Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish the official City Seal of the 
City of Presque Isle, Maine.

Section 2  City Seal

The design hereby annexed shall be the device of the City Seal and the 
inscription shall be as follows:  “City of Presque Isle, Maine.  Incorporated 1859, 
Chartered as a City 1939”.

Section 3  Sunset Provision



This Ordinance shall  be in force for the term of four (4) years from its 
effective date.  This Ordinance shall become null and void upon the expiration of 
four (4) years from the said effective date; unless recommended and required by 
the City Council to remain effective, prior to such expiration date.



CHAPTER 3

CITY OF PRESQUE ISLE

Council Procedure 
Ordinance

Adopted:  March 3, 1997
Amended:  June 2, 1997
Repassed:  March 19, 2001
Repassed:  February 23, 2005
Repassed:  February 2, 2009

City Seal



Attest:  _________________________________
  Nancy G. Nichols,  City Clerk

CHAPTER 3

COUNCIL PROCEDURE ORDINANCE

Section 1  Purpose

The  purpose  of  this  Ordinance  is  to  establish  uniform rules  of  parlia-
mentary procedure for City Council meetings for the Presque Isle City Council.

Section 2  Attendance

Every member shall attend all meetings of the Council unless prevented 
by illness, absence from the City, or unless excused by the Chair of the Council.

Section 3  Quorum

A minimum of four (4) Councilors present at a meeting shall constitute a 
quorum of the Council.  No official business of the City Council shall be con-
ducted unless a quorum is present at all times.

Section 4  Voting

It is the declared intent of the City Council that official business of the City 
Council shall be a majority rule of the Council.  References in the Presque Isle 
City Charter for the motion, resolve, order, or Ordinances to pass shall be inter-
preted as:  majority, shall mean a minimum of four (4) Councilors; 2/3 vote, shall 
mean a minimum of five (5) Councilors; and unanimous shall mean seven (7) 
Councilors.

Section 5  Council Chairperson

The Council Chairperson shall:



A.  Call the members to order at the designated time and if a quorum of at 
      least four (4) members is present, proceed to business.

B.  Preserve order, speak on points of order in preference to other  mem-
     bers, and decide all questions of order subject to appeal by the Council 
     or a motion regularly seconded.
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C.  Declare all votes; if a vote is doubted, the Chair shall ask for a revote, 
        for and against the question, without debate, and declare the result.

D.  Proceed with all  questions  in order of  their  motion unless  the sub-
       sequent motion be previous in nature.

E.  Name the member  entitled  to speak when more than one member  
     addresses the Chair at the same time.

F.  Consider a motion to adjourn as always in order except on immediate 
      repetition.

G. Present all  petitions and other papers addressed to the Council,  or  
      cause them to be presented, and they shall lie on the table, and be  
      taken up in the order in which they were presented, unless the Council 

      shall otherwise direct.

Section 6  Motions

No motion shall be considered by the Council unless it has been seconded, 
and shall be reduced to writing if the Chair so wishes, or any member of the 
Council requests it.

Section 7  Order of Precedence



When a question is under debate, the Chair shall receive no motion, ex-
cept the following, which shall have precedence in the order listed to:

1.  Adjourn
2.  Lay on the table
3.  Postpone to a day certain
4.  Commit
5.  Amend
6.  Postpone indefinitely
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Section 8  Debate

The following motions shall be decided without debate:

Adjourn
Suspend the rules
Lay on the table
Take from the table
Previous question

Section 9  Reconsideration of Vote

When a motion has  been  once  made and carried in  the affirmative or 
negative, any Councilor voting in the majority may move for reconsideration at 
anytime.   Any  Councilor  may  ask  for  reconsideration  at  anytime  after  the 
subsequent organizational meeting of the Council.

Section 10  Ordinances

No new Ordinance, order or resolve, shall be in order at any meeting of 
the Council unless said Ordinance, shall have been filed with the City Clerk by 
either a member of the Council or the City Manager, at or before twelve o’clock, 



noon, of the day of said meeting of the City Council; and previous to calling said 
meeting to order, each member of the Council shall be furnished with a list of 
such Ordinances, giving descriptive titles of the same; provided however, that by 
majority vote of those present, the City Council may consider Ordinances, orders 
of resolves not filed, and the same shall be thereby in order.

No Ordinance shall be passed until it has been read on two separate days, 
except when this requirement is waived by a 2/3 vote of the City Council.  The 
Yeas and Nays of all  Ordinances,  upon final passage, shall be entered on the 
record of the proceedings of the City Council by the City Clerk.  The Yeas and 
Nays shall be taken on the passage of any order or resolve when called for by 
any member of the Council.  Every Ordinance shall require the affirmative vote 
of a majority of the members of the City Council on final passage except that at 
least 2/3 vote of all Councilors is required to approve the City budget.
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All Ordinances which have had two readings shall be examined and certified by 
the Clerk and shall then be in order for final passage.

Section 11  Rules

The  City  Council,  by  majority  vote  at  any  duly  called  City  Council 
meeting,  may  pass  rules  governing  the  parliamentary  procedure  of  the  City 
Council  at  Council  meetings  so  long  as  they  are  not  inconsistent  with  this 
Ordinance.

Section 12  Sunset Provision

This Ordinance shall  be in force for the term of four (4) years from its 
effective date.  This Ordinance shall become null and void upon the expiration of 
four (4) years from the said effective date; unless recommended and required by 
the City Council to remain effective, prior to such expiration date.





 

CHAPTER 5 
 

CITY OF PRESQUE ISLE 
 

 
Traffic Regulations Ordinance 

 

 

 
 
Adopted:  September 3, 1997 
Repassed:  March 19, 2001 
Amended:  January 6, 2003 
Repassed:  February 23, 2005 
Amended:  July 10, 2006 
Reconsidered and amended:  August 7, 2006 
Amended:  April 16, 2007 
Repassed:  February 2, 2009 
Amended by City Council:  March 5, 2012 
 
 
Attest:  __________________________________ 
              Beverly A. Labbe, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 
 

City Seal 



Chapter 5 – Traffic Regulations Ordinance  
Page 1 

 

CHAPTER 5 
 

TRAFFIC REGULATIONS ORDINANCE 
 

ARTICLE 1 - GENERAL DEFINITIONS 
 
Section 1 
When used in this Ordinance: 
 

A. The term “driver” shall mean the operator of a motor vehicle. 
B. The term “crosswalk” shall mean that part of any way reserved for the exclusive 

use of pedestrians by marks on the surface of the roadway or by such other 
markings or contrivances as the Chief of Police may deem suitable. 

C. The term ”loading zone” means that part of any way reserved for the exclusive 
use of vehicles engaged in transportation. 

D. The term ”business district” includes all ways adjacent to a section three 
hundred feet or more in length, fifty percent or more of which is occupied by 
buildings used for business purposes. 

E. The term “includes” when used in a definition contained in this Ordinance shall 
not be deemed to exclude other things otherwise within the meaning of the term 
defined. 

F. When hours of time are given in these Ordinances, it shall mean Eastern 
Standard Time or Daylight Saving Time whichever is in effect, either by 
Ordinance or custom in the City of Presque Isle. 

G. The term “motor vehicle” or “vehicle” shall mean to include all motor vehicles 
such as automobiles, trucks, motor cycles, and all kinds and types of 
conveyances from person(s) and/or property; except those propelled or drawn 
by humans and motorized wheel-chairs. 

H. The term ”handicapped” shall mean those person(s) who are classified as being 
disabled or handicapped by some physical infirmity and in addition thereto have 
been issued a valid registration certificate and plate(s) or placard by the State of 
Maine or some other state, and the registration plate(s) is properly attached to 
and  displayed on the vehicle. 

I. The term “overtime parking” shall mean and cover those vehicles which have 
been found to have been parked, as permitted by this Ordinance, beyond the 
time allocated for the parking space occupied. 

J. The term “restricted parking” shall mean and cover those vehicles which have 
been found to have been parked in those areas in which no parking is allowed by 
this Ordinance whether parking in such areas is not allowed at anytime, or 
where parking is restricted or not permitted only during certain times of the day 
or night, or during certain seasons of the year. 
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K. Unless the context otherwise indicates, all other words and terms shall be 
construed in accordance with the provisions of the motor vehicle laws of Maine. 

L. The term “sidewalk” shall mean:  any area designated or designed for 
pedestrian traffic; whether separated from the portion of the street or highway 
designated for vehicular traffic by curbing or otherwise. 

    

ARTICLE 2 – POLICE AUTHORITY 
 

Section 1 
All regulations of this Ordinance are subject to the provisions that all persons must at 
all times comply with any direction, by voice or hand, of any member of the police 
force, as to stopping, placing, starting, departing, or approaching from any place, the 
manner of taking up or setting up passengers or loading or unloading passengers or 
loading or unloading goods at any location. 
 

Section 2 
The Chief of Police, with the written approval of the City Manager, shall determine and  
designate the character of all official warning and direction signs and signals.  The Chief 
of Police shall place and maintain the same, and all signs herein authorized and 
required for a particular purpose shall be uniform. 
 

Section 3 
The Chief of Police, with the written approval of the City Manager, shall establish  safety  
zones and crosswalks where deemed necessary in their opinion, and designate and 
maintain the same by appropriate devices, marks or lines, upon the surface of the 
roadway. When crosswalks are established and maintained outside of a business district, 
the Chief of Police shall cause such areas to be designated by appropriate signs or 
markings. 
 
Section 4 
Wherever traffic is regulated by a mechanical or electrical “stop and go” signal: 
 
A. Red signals shall mean “stop”.  Traffic facing this signal shall stop before entering 

the intersection and remain standing until “green” or “go” is shown alone. 
B. Green signals shall mean “go”.  Traffic facing the signal may proceed except that  

vehicle drivers shall yield the right of way to pedestrians and vehicles lawfully  
within the crosswalk or intersection at the time when such signal was exhibited. 

 
Section 5 
At intersections and crosswalks protected by signal systems or police officers, the  
respective right of vehicles and pedestrians shall be exercised under the direction of the  
traffic signals or police officers.  
 



Chapter 5 – Traffic Regulations Ordinance  
Page 3 

 

Section 6 
No person shall violate the instructions of any mechanical or electrical traffic signal, 
traffic sign, marks upon the streets, barriers, or signs authorized or approved by the 
City Manager or Chief of Police, nor willfully deface, injure, move or interfere with the 
same. 
 
Section 7 
No public utility or city department shall erect, place or maintain any barrier or sign 
unless of a type first approved by the City Manager or Chief of Police. 
 
Section 8 
No person shall place, maintain or display any device, other than an official warning or 
direction sign or signal erected under authorized authority, upon or in view of a street, 
which purports to be or is an imitation of, or resembles an official warning or direction 
sign or signal, or which attempts to direct the movement of traffic or the actions of 
drivers, and such prohibited device shall be a public nuisance, and the Chief of Police 
may remove, or cause it to be removed, without notice. 
 
Section 9 
To provide for the safety and convenience of the public, the Chief of Police, with written 
approval of the City Manager, shall designate certain streets or areas on which angle 
parking, parallel parking, or no parking shall be permitted. 
 
Section 10 
In streets or areas marked or signed for angle parking, or in streets or areas marked or  
signed for parallel parking, no vehicle shall be parked in any other manner than as 
signed or marked. 
 
Section 11 
The Chief of Police, with written approval of the City Manager, may designate certain  
areas as taxicab stands for the exclusive use of taxicabs duly licensed to operate as such 
in the City of Presque Isle.  The Chief of Police shall cause such areas to be designated 
by appropriate signs or markings. 
 
Section 12 
The Chief of Police, with written approval of the City Manager, may designate public  
streets to prohibit parking for more than two hours between the hours of 1:00 PM to 
5:00 PM in the Retail Business Zone as defined in the City of Presque Isle Land Use and 
Development Code.  The Chief of Police shall cause such areas to be designated by 
appropriate signs or markings. 
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Section 13 
The Chief of Police, with written approval of the City Manager, may designate portions  
of the B & A Parking Lot, so called, for no parking areas, which for the purpose of this 
Ordinance shall mean to include the area bordered on the north by State Street, on the 
south by Chapman Street, east of Main Street, and west of the Bangor and Aroostook 
Railroad Company’s right of way.  Said area having three accesses, namely the State 
Street access, the Main Street access, and the Chapman Street access.  The Chief of Police 
shall cause such areas to be designated by appropriate signs or markings. 
 
Section 14 
The Chief of Police, with written approval of the City Manager, may designate 
handicapped parking spaces.  The Chief of Police shall cause such areas to be 
designated by appropriate signs or markings. 
 

ARTICLE 3 – PEDESTRIANS 
 
Section 1 
Pedestrians shall cross all public ways not within a business district, at right angles to 
the curb, and when not using a crosswalk shall yield the right of way to all vehicles. 
 

ARTICLE 4 – DRIVERS 
 
Section 1 
Every driver approaching an intersection, crosswalk, corner or curve not protected by a  
signal system or a police officer, shall proceed in a cautious manner and in such a way 
as not to cause damage or injury to other vehicles and pedestrians. 
 
Section 2 
Every driver approaching an intersection protected by a police officer shall indicate to 
such officer the course he/she intends to take. 
 
Section 3 
No vehicle shall enter any sidewalk except for the purpose of passing through 
driveways. 
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ARTICLE 5 – PARKING 
 
Section 1 
Except when necessary in obedience to traffic regulations, traffic signs or signals, the 
driver of a vehicle shall not stop, stand or park such vehicle in a street or roadway other 
than parallel with the edge of the roadway or curb, right hand wheels of the vehicle 
within six inches of the edge of the roadway or curb and facing the direction of traffic;  
except as provided in the following:  Upon those streets which have been marked or 
signed for angle parking; and in places used for the loading or unloading of 
merchandise or materials, the vehicles used for the transportation of the same, may 
back into the curb but not onto the curb, whenever it is impossible to load or unload 
from the side of the vehicle. 
 
Section 2 
No vehicle shall remain backed up to the curb except when actually loading or 
unloading, and in no event shall such vehicle block the street for longer than a five 
minute period at a time. 
 
Section 3 
No person having control or charge of a motor vehicle shall allow such vehicle to stand 
on any street unattended without first, setting the brakes thereon and stopping the 
motor of said vehicle; and when standing upon a perceptible grade, without turning the  
front wheels of such vehicle to the curb or side of the street or highway. 
 
Section 4 
No vehicle shall be parked on any public street or highway for more than two hours 
between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 8:00 AM. 
 
Section 5 
No vehicle shall be parked at any time on any public street or highway so as to interfere 
with or hinder the removal of or plowing of snow from said street or highway by the 
City. 
 
Section 6 
No vehicle shall be parked or allowed to stand, whether attended or unattended, in any  
loading zone between the hours of 6:00 AM and 5:00 PM except for the purpose of 
loading or unloading merchandise or passengers. 
 
Section 7 
All vehicles attended or unattended are prohibited from parking on any bridge at any 
time. 
 
 



Chapter 5 – Traffic Regulations Ordinance  
Page 6 

 

Section 8 
In areas marked either for angle parking or parallel parking, the driver of all vehicles 
shall use proper care when parking so that all parts of the vehicle are inside the 
designated lines, and when not so parked, shall be considered as obstructing the free 
passage of other vehicles. 
 
Section 9 
No trucks, except those registered for 6,000 lbs. gross weight or less, shall be parked at 
any time, except for a period longer than two hours from the hours of 7:00 AM to 6:00 
PM other than on Sunday or legal holidays, on any of the following public parking 
areas: 
 

Main Street - > from Howard Street to Davis Street 
 

State Street - > from Third Street to Dyer Street 
 

Academy Street - > from Third Street to Main Street 
 

Hall Street - > entire length 
 

Second Street - > from Church Street to Academy Street; except there will be a 15 
minute limitation on all parking on both sides of the street from the 
north side of Church Street to Hall Street 

 

Public Parking Area - > Parking area situated west of Main Street between State Street 
and Church Street, east of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad 
right-of-way Parking area situated west of Main Street 
between Chapman Street and State Street, east of the Bangor 
and Aroostook Railroad right-of-way 

 

Section 10 
Parking in a Suburban Residential Zone, Urban Residential Zone I, and Urban 
Residential Zone II as defined in the City’s Land Use and Development Code shall be 
restricted as follows: 
 

A. No vehicle shall be parked on any public street, in the aforementioned residential 
zones, for more than two hours, unless in connection with a social event taking 
place at a residence in the immediate vicinity, or in connection with church 
services and functions; but, in no event, for more than eight hours of continuous 
parking by the same vehicle.  Provided, no such vehicle shall be parked at 
anytime on any such street so as to interfere with, hinder, or impede the flow of 
traffic; or the removal of or plowing of snow from said street.  For the purpose of 
this subsection, the term vehicle shall mean automobiles and trucks registered 
for 6,000 lbs. weight or less. 
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B. No vehicles, except as defined in the above subsection shall be parked at any 
time on a public street within the aforementioned residential zones, except for 
loading or unloading purposes and then only for so long as is reasonable to carry 
out the purposes of doing so. 

C. The following areas shall be exempt from the above parking time restrictions:   
 State Street between Second and Third Streets, both sides of the street. 
 Church Street between Main and Third Streets, both sides of the street. 
 Academy Street between Second and Third Streets, but only on the north side of 

Academy Street. 

D. All residential parking on all streets bound by Allen Street on the north to Pine 
Street on the south and Fleetwood Street on the east and Main Street on the west 
shall be restricted to parking on the east side of the roadway for all streets 
running north and south, and to the north side of the roadway for all streets 
running east and west.  Commercial parking zones or other parking zones 
identified by roadway markings or authorized signage, regulated by other 
sections of this ordinance, shall be exempt from this section. 

 
Section 11 
No vehicle shall be stopped or allowed to stand as follows:  Within 7 feet of any fire 
hydrant; within an intersection; on a crosswalk; within 15 feet from an intersection of 
the curb lines; or if none, then within 15 feet of the driveway entrance to the fire station 
or any hydrant; and along the side or opposite any vehicle, building construction, street 
excavation or obstruction or in front of any driveway, alleyway, road or street when 
such stopping, standing or parking would obstruct the free passage of another vehicle. 
 
Section 12 
No vehicle shall be parked, at anytime, on any sidewalk, or area designated or signed 
for pedestrian traffic, within the sidewalk shall mean that area where the City has, 
either by curbing or by some other method, attempted to separate the place where 
pedestrians walk from the vehicle traveled portion of the street or highway. 
 
Section 13 
No vehicles shall be parked, at any time, in any parking space or area that has been 
designated as restricted to “handicapped parking” and marked appropriately with 
signs or markings that clearly show the space or spaces that are to be used by those 
persons who have obtained proper and valid handicapped registration plates or placard 
from the State of Maine or some other state. Furthermore, such designated spaces are to 

be used only when the disabled person is operating the properly registered vehicle or is 
a passenger therein.  The placard must be displayed or affixed so that the information 
on the placard is clearly legible from outside the motor vehicle. 
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Section 14 
No occupied vehicles shall be stopped or allowed to stand in any business parking lot 
unless said occupants are actively conducting business at that establishment.  The Chief 
of Police or his designee shall receive written notice from the business owner that they 
want this Ordinance enforced and the lot must have a sign conspicuously posted that 
reads:  “NO PARKING in this lot except for customers during business hours.  Violators are 
subject to prosecution under City of Presque Isle Chapter 5 – Traffic Regulations Ordinance, 
Article 5 – Parking, Section 14.” 
 
The fine for violating this section is listed on Page 9 of the Ordinance under Section B, 
Restricted Parking, which is $15.00. 
 
Section 15 
Any police officer or parking enforcement officer, finding a vehicle parked in violation 
of any provision of this article, shall attach to said motor vehicle a ticket to the 
registered owner thereof, or the (known) operator thereof, setting forth the particular 
provision(s) violated and the date and time of such violation. The registered owner or 
the operator of said vehicle shall, within 48 hours of the time stated on such ticket, pay 
the City of Presque Isle, as a penalty for and in full satisfaction of each such violation 
noted on the ticket a fine.  The fines shall be as follows: 
 
A. Overtime Parking: 

The fine will be $15.00.  If such fine is not paid within the 48 hour period, the Chief 
of Police shall cause a written notice of such violation to be mailed to the registered 
owner or operator of said vehicle notifying him/her that if the fine ($15.00), together 
with the sum of $2.00 for mailing such notice making the total $17.00, is not paid to 
the City at the Presque Isle Police station within 7 days of the postmark of such 
written notice, the fine shall increase to $25.00 for each such violation.  If the 
increased fine is not paid to the City within 10 days following the expiration of said 
7 days, such failure to pay shall constitute a violation of this Ordinance, and upon 
conviction thereof shall subject the violator to the penalties as provided in Article 7 
thereof. 

 
B. Restricted Parking: 

The fine will be $15.00.  If such fine is not paid within the 48 hour period, the Chief 
of Police shall cause a written notice to be sent to the registered owner or operator 
with the same stipulations mentioned in sub-section A. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 5 – Traffic Regulations Ordinance  
Page 9 

 

C. Sidewalk Parking: 
The fine will be $25.00.  If such fine is not paid within the 48 hour period, the Chief 
of Police shall mail a written notice of such violation to the registered owner or 
operator of said vehicle notifying him/her that if the fine of $25.00 plus $2.00 for 
mailing is not remitted within 7 days of the postmark of such written notice, the fine 
shall increase to $40.00 for each such violation.  If such increased fine is not paid 
within 10 days of said 7 days, such failure to pay shall constitute a violation of this 
Ordinance, and upon conviction thereof shall subject the violator to the penalties as 
provided in Article 7 hereof. 

 
D. Truck Parking: 

For violation of trucks registered for more than 6,000 lbs. gross weight, the fine will 
be $25.00.  If such fine is not paid within 48 hours, the same stipulations mentioned 
in sub-section C will be mailed by Chief of Police to the registered owner or operator 
of said vehicle.  Non-payment will have the same results as mentioned in sub-
section C per Article 7 hereof. 

 
E. Handicapped Parking: 

The fine will be $75.00.  If such fine is not paid within the 48 hour period, the Chief 
of Police shall mail a written notice of such violation to the registered owner or 
operator of said vehicle that if the fine of $75.00 plus $2.00 for mailing is not remitted 
to the City within 7 days of the postmark of such written notice, the fine shall 
increase to $100.00 for each such violation.  If such increased violation is not paid to 
the City within 10 days of said 7 days, it shall constitute a violation of this 
Ordinance, and upon conviction thereof shall subject the violator to the penalties as 
provided in Article 7 hereof. 

 
Section 16 
Evidence of Unlawful Parking:  wherever, in the City Ordinance it is provided that it 
shall be unlawful for a person to park a vehicle, the fact that a vehicle is unlawfully 
parked shall be prima facie evidence of the unlawful parking of said vehicle by the 
person in whose name said vehicle is registered. 
 
Section 17 
Removal of Violating Vehicle(s): 
 

A. Any vehicle, of any kind or description, parked upon a public street of the City at 
a place, in a manner, or for a length of time prohibited by an Ordinance of the 
City or so as to impede the City’s snow removal operation or traffic in the public 
street; or any vehicle parked upon a sidewalk of the City, is hereby declared to be 
an obstruction in such street or sidewalk and a menace to the safe and proper 
regulation of traffic whether vehicular or pedestrian. 
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B. Any vehicle parked in such a manner as described in this section may be 
removed by and under the direction of, or at the request of the Chief of Police, 
the Senior Police Officer in charge of any shift, the Director or Assistant Director 
of Public Works to a garage or storage place within the City and impounded 
therein. 

C. Any person named in subsection B may use such force as may be necessary to 
enter such vehicle and cause the same to be placed in a condition to be moved 
and may employ any reputable person, engaged in the business of towing and 
storing vehicles, for such purposes. 

D. Notwithstanding any language herein contained, the removal and storage of a 
vehicle pursuant to this section, and the payment of the charges specified in this 
division, shall in no way relieve or prevent prosecution for the violation of any 
provision of the Ordinances of the City. 

 
Section 18 
Notification of Impoundment, Recovery Procedure 
 
A. The Police Department shall make reasonable effort to notify, as promptly as 

possible, the registered owner, or the operator of any vehicle of its removal from the 
streets or sidewalks of the City; as soon as possible that said vehicle has been 
impounded.  Notification shall be sent to the registered owner, or the operator 
thereof, at his last known address, as shown by the records of the Secretary of State. 

B. Before the owner of an impounded vehicle may remove it from the possession of the 
person towing or storing it, he shall: 
1. Furnish satisfactory evidence of his identity and of his ownership of such vehicle. 
2. Pay established towing charge(s) and/or storage charge(s) to the person having 

towed and/or stored said vehicle. 
3. It shall be unlawful for a person to reclaim or remove an impounded vehicle 

unless the procedure established in B-1 and B-2 above has been followed.  
 
Section 19 
Northern Maine Regional Airport Parking Lot 
 

The paved area adjacent to the terminal building shall consist of three areas:  (a) general 
parking; (b) restricted parking; (c) “drop off” area for passengers and their luggage.  
The Airport Manager shall cause each area to be designated by appropriate signs or 
markings.   
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Each area is dealt with separately under this Ordinance as follows: 
 

A. General Parking Area – Parking is permitted in those areas designated for public 
parking.  There are two such public parking areas, one located north of the 
terminal building, and one located south of the terminal building.  All parking in 
these areas is subject to the following terms and conditions: 
1. Parking is only upon space available, no reserved parking. 
2. Vehicles parked will be checked daily.  Any vehicles remaining after 4:00 AM 

shall be issued a parking envelope by personnel so designated by the Airport 
Manager which indicates the length of stay on an enclosed voucher. 

3. Payment may be deposited in the designated secured box at the terminal 
building or mailed in the envelope furnished. 

4. Rates for such parking shall be $4.00 per parked night. 
5. Violators of this provision (general parking area), who fail to pay the rates 

charged for parking in the general parking area, as set forth in the voucher, 
within 7 days, shall be assessed a late payment penalty of $10.00.  If the 
voucher amount, together with the late charge, is not received by the City 
within 30 days from the date last indicated on said  voucher, such failure shall 
constitute a violation of this Ordinance; and upon conviction thereof, shall 
subject the violator to the penalties as provided in Article 7 hereof. 

B. Restricted Parking Area  
1. Rental Vehicles:  rental car owners, having a contract with the City, may be 

provided limited parking spaces, by virtue of their contract with the City, in 
an area designated as such, which shall be located east and/or south of the 
terminal building.  

2. Taxi Cabs:  taxi cab owners, having a contract with the City may be provided 
limited parking spaces in an area designated as such, which is located near 
the terminal building. 

3. No other motor vehicles, other than rental cars and taxi cabs are permitted to 
be parked in this area.  Any vehicle, other than a rental car or taxi cab, 
covered by a contract with the City as provided above, that is parked in a 
restricted parking area, shall be cited for violation of this section and be 
subject to the penalty as set forth in the Article 7 hereof. 

C. Drop-Off Area: 
1. No parking shall be permitted at any time in this area.  Vehicles may stop in 

this area for the sole purpose and only for such time as it is reasonably 
necessary to permit the unloading or loading of luggage, and the discharge or 
pick up of persons disembarking or embarking at the Northern Maine 
Regional Airport. 

2. Any person found in violation hereof shall be subject to the penalty set forth 
in Article 7 hereof. 
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ARTICLE 6 – THROUGH WAYS 
 
Section 1 
Non-through Ways: 
 
It shall be unlawful and prohibited for trucks licensed for more than 28,000 lbs. gross 
weight (as defined in Title 29-A, M.R.S.A. Section 101, as amended) to use the following 
streets; except in the course of business, the truck is used to service in the City of 
Presque Isle; houses or property located thereon, or to make a delivery to, or pick up 
from any such house or property; also excepting from this Section school buses, 
government-owned and operated vehicles and ambulances, namely:  Hillside Street, 
Barton Street, Dudley Street, Third Street, and that part of State Street situated between 
Second Street and the Centerline Road. 
 
It shall be unlawful and prohibited for trucks licensed for more than 54,000 lbs. gross 
weight (as defined in Title 29-A, M.R.S.A. Section 101, as amended) to use the following 
streets; except in the course of business, the truck is used to service in the City of 
Presque Isle; houses or property located thereon, or to make a delivery to, or pick up 
from any such house or property; also excepting from this Section school buses, 
government-owned and operated vehicles and ambulances, namely:  Marston Road, 
Burlock Road and that part of the Centerline Road situated between State Street and 
Conant Road. 
 
Section 2 
Penalty 
 
Whosoever violates the provisions of this section, upon being found guilty of such 
offense, shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $200.00 for each such conviction, such 
fines to inure to the benefit of the City of Presque Isle. 
 

ARTICLE 7 – PENALTY 
 
Section 1 
Whoever violates any of the provisions of the Ordinance, except for ARTICLE 6, shall 
be punished by a fine not exceeding $200.00 for each offense, said fine to inure to the 
benefit of the City. 
 
Section 2 
Ownership of an automobile parked in violation of any provision of this Ordinance, 
shall be prima facie evidence that it was to parked by the registered owner. 
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Section 3 
The Ordinances hereby repealed remain in force for the trial and punishment of all past 
violations of them and for the recovery of penalties and forfeitures already incurred, 
and for the preservation of all rights and remedies existing by them and so far as they 
apply to any office, officer, trust, proceeding, right, contract, or event already affected 
by them. 
 

ARTICLE 8 – SEVERABILITY 
 
Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance be declared 
unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remainder of said Ordinance shall not be 
affected thereby. 
 

ARTICLE 9 – SUNSET PROVISION 
 

This Ordinance shall be in force for the term of four years from its effective date.  This 
Ordinance shall become null and void upon the expiration of four years from the said 
effective date; unless recommended and required by the City Council to remain 
effective, prior to such expiration date.  
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Insert Exhibit A here – Map of Airport/Parking 
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Northern Maine Regional Airport 
 

PARKING POLICY 
 
 
 

This parking lot is not supervised but will be checked daily.   Cars remaining after 5:00 
PM are issued a parking envelope which indicates the length of stay on an enclosed 
voucher.  Payment is to be placed in the envelope and deposited in the collection box at 
the corner of the terminal building or mailed. 
 
Rates:  $4.00/day 
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
 
The City of Presque Isle, including the Northern Maine Regional Airport, and their 
employees are: 
 

A. not responsible for any loss or damage to your motor vehicle while parked, 
whether by fire, theft or otherwise; and 

 
B. not responsible for loss of or damage to personal property left in your motor 

vehicle under any circumstances. 
 



 
CHAPTER 7 

 
CITY OF PRESQUE ISLE 

 
 

Assessors and Board of Assessment Review 
Ordinance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
First Hearing:  January 4, 1999 
Second Hearing:  January 20, 1999 
Repassed:  January 20, 1999 
Repassed:  December 16, 2002 
Repassed:  February 21, 2007 (Retroactive to December 16, 2006) 
Repassed: January 4, 2010 
 
 
 
Attest:  _________________________________ 
  Beverly A. Labbe, City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 

City Seal 
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CHAPTER 7 
 

ASSESSOR  AND  
BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW ORDINANCE 

 
 

Section 1  Assessor 
There shall be single Assessor appointed by the City Manager.  The single Assessor 
shall perform all duties and responsibilities provided for Assessor under general law. 
 
The Assessor may be removed by the City Manager for cause, after notice and hearing.  
Cause shall not include any disagreement with respect to an assessing practice 
employed by the Assessor where such practice is generally accepted in the trade and is 
lawful. 
 
The Assessor shall be appointed to serve one year and until another is chosen and 
qualified in his or her place. 
 
Section 2  Board of Assessment Review 
There shall be established a Board of Assessment Review for the purpose of deciding 
upon taxpayer appeals from decisions of the Assessor or the City Council.  The Board 
shall have the opportunity to grant such reasonable abatement of property tax as they 
think proper on the basis of evidence presented at appeal. 
 

A. The Board of Assessment Review shall be organized as follows: 
1. The Board shall consist of five (5) Board members, serving three (3) year  

staggered terms, and two (2) Associate members appointed yearly by the  
City Council.  Associate members shall not take part in any hearing unless  
designated by the Chairman to serve in the place of an absent member. 

2. One (1) member shall be elected annually by the members as Chairperson,  
and one (1) member as Secretary of the Board.  A majority of the voting  
members, or associate members designated by the Chairperson to serve in  
the place of absent members shall constitute a quorum. 

3. Neither a municipal officer nor a spouse of a municipal officer may be a  
member or associate member of the Board. 

4. Any question of whether a particular issue involves a conflict of interest,  
or a direct or indirect pecuniary interest, sufficient to disqualify a member 
from voting on that issue shall be decided by a majority vote of the members, 
excluding the member who is being challenged. 

5. Vacancies due to death, resignation, removal by the municipal officers or  
failure to maintain legal residence in Presque Isle, shall be filled by interim  
appointment by the Council for the remainder of the unexpired term. 
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6. The municipal officers may dismiss a member of the Board for cause 
before the member’s term expires.  Cause may include failure to attend  
meetings as called by the Chairman. 

7. The City Council shall have the right to discontinue the Board of Assessment 
Review at any time, by vote of the Council, provided such vote to  
discontinue shall take place at least ninety (90) days before January 1st of  
any year.  If so voted to discontinue, the Board shall cease to exist at the  
end of the then current year. 

 
B. The Board shall adopt rules of procedure for internal governance to include the  

following: 
1. The Chairman shall call meetings of the Board as required.  The Chairman 

shall also call meetings of the Board when requested to do so by a majority of 
the members.  A quorum of the Board necessary to conduct an official Board 
meeting must consist of at least a majority of the Board’s members or such 
associates as determined by the Chairman to serve in the place of an absent 
member. 

2. The Secretary shall maintain a permanent record of all Board meetings and 
correspondence of the Board.  The Secretary is responsible for maintaining 
those records which are required as part of the proceedings which may be 
brought before the Board.  All records to be maintained or prepared by the 
Secretary are public records excepting those records which, pursuant to 36 
M.R.S.A. §841, are confidential.  They shall be filed in the Assessor’s office 
and may be inspected at reasonable times, excepting those records which 
pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. §841 are confidential. 

3. The Board, may provide, by regulation which shall be recorded by the 
Secretary, for any matter relating to the conduct of any hearing, provided that 
the Chair may waive any regulation upon good cause shown. 

4. The Board may receive any oral or documentary evidence but shall provide 
as a matter of policy for the exclusion of irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly 
repetitious evidence.  Every party has the right to present the party’s case or 
defense by oral or documentary evidence and to conduct any cross-
examination that is required for a full and true disclosure of the  
facts. 

5. The transcript or tape recording of testimony is such a transcript or tape 
recording has been prepared by the Board, and the exhibits, together with all 
papers and requests filed in the proceeding, constitute the public record.  All 
decisions become a part of the record and must include a statement of 
findings and conclusions, as well as the reasons or basis for the findings and 
conclusions. 
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6. The Board shall be subject to the same provisions for notice of decision  

and appeal as required by 36 M.R.S.A. §842 and 36 M.R.S.A. §843. 
 

C. Severability 
 

In the event any part or portion of the Ordinance is deemed by a Court of 
competent jurisdiction to be void and unenforceable, the remaining portions as 
parts shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
D. The Board shall comply with all respects with the confidential provisions of 36 

M.R.S.A. §841 concerning applications for abatement due to infirmity or poverty 
and the Board’s actions regarding said application. 

 
E. Sunset Provision 

 
This Ordinance shall be in force for the term of four years from its effective date.   
This Ordinance shall become null and void upon the expiration of four years  
from the said effective date; unless recommended and required by the City  
Council to remain effective, prior to such expiration date. 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE 

 
When a Taxpayer requests a hearing, it shall be in writing.  Such Taxpayer is to be 
notified of the date, time and place for the hearing in writing, and will also be given 
preliminary information.  The hearing shall be set to allow time to ensure effective 
preparation by the Taxpayer. 
 
All hearings will be governed by the following, which information shall be furnished to 
the Taxpayer: 
 
A. Be held and conducted in a convenient place within the City of Presque Isle,  

open to the public, except those matters involving appeals based on poverty or  
infirmity pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. §841: 
1. The Taxpayer, his witnesses, legal counsel, and other whom the Taxpayer  

elects to be present at the hearing; 
2. The Tax Assessor, the City Solicitor (at the Assessor’s discretion), and such  

others selected by the Assessor, and/or, the Board. 
B. The hearing shall be opened with a presentation of the issue(s) by the Chairperson 

(or in absence of the Chairperson, the Chairperson Pro. Tem.). 
C. The hearing shall be conducted in an informal manner, by the Chairperson, but  

all person(s) testifying thereat shall be under oath.  The “Rules of Evidence” shall  
not be adhered to, but subject to requirements of “due process.”  All evidence  
having reasonable probative value shall be admissible, but any immaterial,  
irrelevant and unduly repetitious evidence, as determined by the Chair, shall be  
excluded. 

D. The Taxpayer and the Assessor shall have the right to present their positions  
themselves, or by their legal counsel, or with the aid of others. 

E. All participants shall be given the opportunity: 
 

1. to present oral and/or written testimony or documentary evidence; 
2. to offer rebuttal evidence; 
3. to questions and to cross-examine any witness presented at the hearing; 
4. to examine all evidence presented at the hearing; and 
5. to request a view of the property in issue.  The Board may allow such a view, or 

may, at its own Motion order a view of the property, if the Board, in its sole 
discretion feels that such a view is needed to enhance the hearing process.  If a 
view is so ordered, both parties (the Taxpayer and the Assessor, together with 
legal counsel) shall have the right to be present, and evidence or testimony shall 
not be offered at the time of the view.  Both parties may nevertheless call to the 
attention of the Board those things which either of them wish the Board to 
observe, without further comments during such view.  The view may precede or 
follow the hearing itself, at the sole discretion of the Board. 
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F. Result in a decision, based on the evidence and/or testimony presented at the 

hearing, and the observation of the Board on any view taken of the property on 
issue. 

G. Be permanently recorded, having a written decision and evidence will be kept on 
file with the Board.  The hearing will allow the Taxpayer to establish all pertinent 
facts and circumstances, and to advance any supportive arguments without undue 
interference. 

 

Information that either party does not have an opportunity to hear or see is not used 
in the hearing decision or made a part of the hearing record.  The Board shall not 
review any material prior to the hearing, unless the same material is made available 
to both parties, and their legal counsel, if any. 

H. To maintain orderly procedure, the Chairperson shall have the right to require that 
all questions asked of either party or witnesses be made through the Chair, and all 
persons at the hearing shall abide by the Order of the Chairperson. 
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DISPOSITION OF HEARING DECISION 

 
The decision of the Board of Assessment Review will be communicated in writing to the 
Taxpayer and to the Assessor, and a copy thereof given to the Tax Collector and the 
City Treasurer within ten (10) days after completion of the hearing. 
 
The decision of the Board will be binding on the Assessor.  Written notice of the 
decision will contain the following: 
 

1. A statement of the issue(s); 
2. Pertinent provisions in the law related to the decision; 
3. Relevant facts brought out at the hearing; 
4. The decision and the reason(s) for it; 
5. The notice of decision will state that the Taxpayer and/or City of Presque 

Isle, if either is dissatisfied with the decision of the Board, shall have the right 
to a judicial review by the Superior Court, under Rule 80(b) of the Maine 
Rules of Civil Procedure; and that if the Taxpayer and/or the City are to take 
advantage of this judicial review, the party requesting such review must file a 
petition for review in the Superior Court within thirty (30) days after receipt 
of notice of the decision. 

 
 

ROLE OF CHAIRPERSON OF BOARD 
 
 

1. The Chairperson shall swear in all witnesses, using the following oath or  
affirmation: 

 
“Do you solemnly swear (affirm) that the testimony you are about to give in the  
matter now in hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the  
truth, so help you God (under the pains or penalties of perjury).” 

 
2. The Chairperson shall maintain order at all hearings and may exclude any 

person or persons from the hearing room who are, in the opinion of the Chair,  
disorderly and/or interfere with the orderly conduct of the hearing process. 
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Attest:  _________________________________
              Deborah Ouellette, Deputy City Clerk

CHAPTER 9

LICENSE AND PUBLIC HEARING FEES ORDINANCE

Section 1  Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish the license and public hearing for 
the City of Presque Isle.

Section 2  Fees

The fees for licenses and public hearings shall be as follows:

Auction $5.00 after first day

Autobody graveyard or junkyard $50.00 plus public hearing fee
more than 100 feet from highway

Automobile graveyard or junkyard $250.00 plus public hearing fee
less than 100 feet from highway

Automobile recycling (5 year permit) $250.00

Bowling alleys $25.00

Circus or carnival $25.00

Employment agency $100.00

Going Out of Business/Closing Out $25.00
Sale

Hawkers and Peddlers Based on percentage of sale

Juke Box – per machine $15.00



Pin Ball Machines – per location $25.00

Pool and billiard rooms $20.00
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Pawnbroker $25.00

Public Hearing fees $40.00

Refuse collection $50.00

Roller skating rink $25.00

Special amusement for dancing and $40.00
entertainment

Special permit for catering off premises $10.00
 

Shooting galleries $10.00

Taxicab drivers $10.00

Taxicab service $40.00

Section 3  Sunset Provision

This Ordinance shall be in force for the term of four (4) years from its effective 
date.  This Ordinance shall become null and void upon the expiration of four (4) 
years from said effective date,  unless recommended and required by the City 
Council to remain effective prior to such expiration date.
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Approved by the City Council:  May 20, 1991 
Amended by the City Council:  June 3, 1996 
Repassed by the City Council:  February 7, 2000 
Amended by the City Council:  December 4, 2000 
Repassed by the City Council:  January 21, 2004 
Amended by the City Council:  May 3, 2004 
Amended by the City Council:  October 17, 2005 
Repassed by the City Council:  January 7, 2008 
Amended by the City Council:  March 3, 2008 
Amended by the City Council: June 6, 2011 
Repassed by the City Council: January 3, 2012 
 
Attest:  __________________________ 

  Beverly A. Labbe, City Clerk 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
City Seal 
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CHAPTER 12 
 

TAXICABS 
 

Section 1  Definitions 

The following words and phrases when used in this chapter shall have the following meanings: 

A. Driver’s License:  means the permission granted by the Council to drive a taxicab upon the 
streets and roadways of the City, provided the person possesses a valid Maine Drivers 
License. 

B. Licensed Inspector:  means and includes any person designated by the Clerk to perform 
inspections of taxicabs. 

C. License to operate:  means the license issued by the Council authorizing a person to operate 
a taxicab business in the City. 

D. Limousine:  means and includes any motor vehicle except a taxicab, used for the 
transportation of passengers for hire for special events and by appointment. 

E. Person:  Includes an individual, corporation, partnership or other business association. 

F. Rate Card:  means a card issued by the City Clerk for display in each taxicab which boldly 
shows the rates then in force. 

G. Revocation:  means a suspension of the right to conduct business or drive a taxicab for a 
period that exceeds one year. 

H. Suspension:  means taking away the right to conduct business or drive a taxicab that does 
not exceed one year. 

I. Taxicab:  means a motor vehicle regularly engaged in the business of carrying passengers 
for hire, having a seating capacity of not less than four (4) persons and not operated on a 
fixed route. 

J. Taxicab Operator:  means a person engaged in the business of employing drivers and 
taxicabs for transporting passengers for hire. 

K. Waiting Time:  means the time when a taxicab is not in motion from the time of acceptance 
of a passenger to the time of discharge, but does not include any time that the taxicab is not 
in motion if due to any cause other than the request, act, or fault of the passenger. 

 

Section 2  Police Department to Report Violations to Council 

The Police Department is hereby given the authority and is instructed to watch and observe the 
conduct of operators and drivers operating under this chapter. 

 

Upon discovering a violation of the provisions of this chapter, the Police Department shall report 
the same to the Council which will order or take appropriate action. 


